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Port Fairy Jazz Festival 
Musicians Notes 

These notes explain how the festival operates, musician registration, the disbursement scheme, equipment, 
programming and festival requirements. 

1. Festival Philosophy and Operation 
The Port Fairy Jazz Festival aims to be musician-friendly, with musicians able to play in multiple bands 
alongside friends and colleagues. The festival also aims to provide opportunities for new and emerging bands 
and expects to present more than 100 bands. 

The festival operates on a financially sustainable, profit-sharing basis. Musicians volunteer their services and, 
after the festival accounts are settled, share any net surplus. 

Mission: “To promote, organise and implement Jazz Music events in Western Victoria”. 

2. Musician Disbursement 
Musicians who register by the closing date, perform in an accepted registered band, and elect to participate in 
the disbursement scheme receive an equal share of the available surplus. 

A musician receives only one share regardless of how many bands they perform with. 

A band with more than eight members is classified as a Big Band. A Big Band can receive a maximum of eight 
musician shares, paid to its nominated leader. This amount is reduced by the shares payable to Big Band 
members who are otherwise eligible for a disbursement. 

The amount of the disbursement cannot be predicted because it depends on factors such as patronage, the 
number of participating musicians and festival operating costs. The aim is to maximise the surplus available 
for distribution. If there is no net surplus, no disbursement is payable. 

Disbursements are paid directly into the nominated bank account after the festival accounts have been 
finalised. 

Important banking information 

Australian banks now check that the account name exactly matches the name associated with the BSB and 
account number. Enter the account name exactly as it appears on your bank statement. An incorrect name 
may cause the payment to be rejected and delayed. 

3. Musician Registration 
To register as a musician, you must be a member of a band that has been nominated for and accepted into the 
festival. 
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Musician registration is completed using the “Musician Nomination” form obtained from the festival website 
after  registrations open, typically in July or August. Registrations must  be completed prior to the end of the 
festival. 

To receive a disbursement, you must provide either an ABN or a completed and signed Statement by Supplier 
form available on the festival website. 

There is no musician registration fee. A concession festival admission ticket is available for one Musician’s 
Partner”. This is available for a registered musician to register their partner, a school official, or a parent where 
the musician is under 18. 

4. Band Nomination 
Bands must be nominated through the festival website when nominations open, typically in July or August. 
Nominations must be completed by 30 November before the festival. 

The festival reserves the right to reject a band nomination. Where a band is rejected, any fees paid will be 
refunded on request. 

When receiving the registration badge package at the festival, the band leader or representative must confirm 
that all band members are correctly listed and amend the registration details if necessary. 

5. Big Bands 
For disbursement purposes, a “Big Band” is defined as a band with more than eight members and is subject to 
the eight-share maximum described above. 

The Big Band leader must provide the band's bank account details on his/her Musician Registration form. He 
or she should also provide an ABN or Statement by Supplier.  Individual Big Band members must still register, 
but do not need to provide bank details or an ABN/Statement by Supplier unless they are also performing in 
another band that qualifies for an individual disbursement. 

6. Public Liability Insurance 
Bands are strongly advised to arrange their own Public Liability Insurance. 

7. Programming and Festival Equipment 
Preference will be given to bands that are available to perform on Friday. 

Equipment supplied by the festival 

• Piano, including music stand. 
• PA system. 
• Bass amplifier. 
• Drum kit. 
• Drummers must supply their own sticks and brushes. 
• Guitarists must supply their own amplifier. Only bass amplifiers are provided. 
• DI boxes are not provided. 
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Performance sessions 

The aim is to schedule two sessions per band. Sessions will generally be 45–50 minutes, with approximately 
one hour allowed for turnaround, subject to the final number of registrations. 

8. Culture and Respect 
Festival-supplied equipment must be returned to its standard setup after each performance. For example, 
drums should be returned to the standard layout and pianos to their normal setting. 

The festival provides opportunities for emerging artists and musicians with varying levels of experience. 
Experienced musicians are asked to be supportive and encouraging of less experienced performers. 

9. Festival Entry 
Your festival wristband is your ticket and receipt. It will be available from the Jazz Office on Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday of the festival. Office hours are published on the festival website. 

The wristband must be worn and displayed to gain entry to festival venues. 


