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SAVE THE DATE
The 2026 Port Fairy Jazz Festival is being held
on the weekend of

13th — 15t February 2026

Western Victoria Jazz Productions Inc,

PO Box 325, Port Fairy 3284

Incorporation No. A0094541G, ABN 75471454678
A ‘not for profit’ organisation run entirely by volunteers
portfairyjazzfestival@gmail.com

www.portfairyjazz.com.au

SAVE THE DATE
The 2026 Port Fairy Jazz Festival is being held on the weekend of
13t — 15" February 2026
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" Ticket Sales

Online tickets sales will open on 15t August 2025 (early-bird prices will
be available until the 15" December 2025) — www.portfairyjazz.com.au

2026 TICKET PRICES:

Early Bird Weekend ($20 $130 Saturday after 6.00pm $60
discount to 15" December)

Weekend $150 Sunday $60
Friday Night Only $60 Partners Ticket $60
Saturday all day $100

Band Nominations and Musician Registrations for the 2026 Festival
Band leaders please note the following:

Band nominations for the 2026 festival close on 30" September.

Band Nominations and Musician Registrations are once again to be
completed via the online registration process. Please see the Musicians
Tab at www.portfairyjazz.com.au

For programming purposes, musicians are limited to nominating for THREE
bands only. During the festival musicians may play in as many bands as
they wish, but programming will not factor in clashes for these unscheduled
performances.

Band leaders should remind their musicians that it is imperative that they
complete the online registration which allows them to be included in the
musician disbursement process.

All registrations, if completed successfully, will result in an automated email
confirmation. If this is not received, you may need to repeat the registration
process.

Timeline

2025

1st August - Musicians’
Registrations Open on the
Website. All musicians are
required to register.

Partner Registrations open on
the Website, Cost $60

John Huf Award Registrations
open on the Website.

1st August - Early Bird Ticket
sales open on the Website.
30" September - Band
Registrations Close. Band
leaders to ensure that all
musicians are registered.

15" December — Early Bird
Ticket sales close. Full price
tickets still available on the
Website.

21st December — Final program
published on the Website.

2026

6t January — John Huf Award
Entries close.

12t February — Online ticket
sales close. Tickets still
available for purchase from the
Jazz Office. Partner
Registrations close.

12t February — Jazz Office
opens for musicians and
patrons including ticket sales.
13t to 15" February — JAZZ
FESTIVAL
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SPONSORSHIP & ADVERTISING
PACKAGES

Unlock Exclusive Opportunities
presented by the
Port Fairy Jazz Festival
February 2026

Why Partner with Us?

A unique opportunity to align your brand with a vibrant and culturally rich
event.

This event attracts approximately 1,200 musicians and patrons:
e who generated an estimated 2,250 bed nights

e thisyielded $1.24 million revenue in Port Fairy over the 2025 festival
weekend - a remarkable 27% increase on the previous weekend*

*Source: Moyne Shire Council

Four types of sponsorship packages are available!!!
Messsage our President Jenni on 0400 065 422 or email
her on jenpf@outlook.com to find out more about ou

Join the Port Fairy Jazz Festival Committee —
Help Shape the Music! di

Are you passionate about music, community, and creativity? Do you want to be part
of something exciting and vibrant?

We're calling for new members to join the Port Fairy Jazz Festival Committee as
we prepare for next year’s festival. Whether you're a jazz enthusiast, event planner,
marketer, social media proficient, programming expert, fundraiser, or simply love
being involved in community events — we’d love to hear from you!

Also, membership is not confined to living locally as anyone willing to assist can do
so via the capabilities of the internet.

No prior experience is needed — just enthusiasm and a collaborative spirit.
Interested?

Please messsage our President Jenni on 0400 065 422 or email her on
jenpf@outlook.com to express your interest or find out more.
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2026 John Huf Award

The John Huf Award for young jazz performers will again be part of the 2026 festival.
This is open to players of any instrument and vocalists. Entrants should be under 26
on the Saturday of the festival. To enter, a performer should record or video
him/herself playing the head and an improvised solo on two tunes and send them to
the secretary of the Port Fairy Jazz committee. Details of the award are available
under the Musicians tab on the website and prospective entrants are

encouraged to read the conditions explained there.

James Morrison - Australian Jazz
(Printed from PHILLIP ISLAND JAZZ CLUB
NEWSLETTER No: 176 - April 2025)

James Morrison is, by anybody’s standard, a virtuoso in the true
sense of the word. Besides the trumpet, this multi-instrumentalist
also plays piano, all the brass, saxophones, and double bass.

At the age of six he started on piano, at seven he took up brass, at
nine he formed his first band and at thirteen he was playing
professionally in nightclubs. His international career developed just
as quickly with a debut in the USA at the Monterey Jazz Festival at
age sixteen.

Following this were performances at the world’s major jazz festi-
vals, including Montreux, North Sea, Nice and the Hollywood

Bowl, playing with many of the legends of jazz - Dizzy Gillespie,
Herbie Hancock, Dave Brubeck, Chick Corea, George Benson, Ray
Charles, B.B. King, Quincy Jones, Ray Brown and Wynton Marsal-
is to name a few. James also frequents the world’s most famous
jazz clubs — Birdland, The Blue Note and Village Vanguard in New
York, New Morning in Paris, The Tokyo Blue Note and Ronnie

Scott’s in London.

Now 63, James Morrison’s career has included much more than
just jazz... He has recorded with The London Symphony Orchestra, rock legends INXS and the
European Brass Ensemble, performed at the Royal Albert Hall for the BBC Proms, written the
opening fanfare for the Olympic Games, played Royal Command performances for Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il and for US Presidents Bush and Clinton. He has played classical trumpet at the
Kremlin, was TV presenter on Top Gear Australia and on International Jazz Day 2016, James was a
guest of President Obama at the White House.

James has been appointed a member of The Order of Australia, he is a Doctor of the University at
Queensland Conservatorium of Music and has received a Doctor of Music from the Edith Cowan
University Western Australia and the University of Adelaide. He is an Adjunct Professor at the
University of South Australia and Vice-Chancellor's Professorial Fellow. In 2015 James founded his
own academy of music in Mount Gambier, South Australia. The James Morrison Academy of Music
@UniSA is an innovative school dedicated to teaching jazz and offering both a Bachelor Degree and
post graduate programs. This exciting initiative involves educators from all over the world,
transforming young musicians’ lives with inspiration and a love of jazz. In 2017, the JMA partnered
with The Juilliard School in New York City to offer an exclusive Honours Program.

James has also written and performed his own concerto with the Tonkunstler Orchestra at the
Musikverein in Vienna and has appeared as a guest with the Berlin Philharmonic, the Czech National
Symphony Orchestra at the Prague Proms and many more of the world’s major orchestras.

James Morrison Academy of Music was opened n March 2015 in Mount Gambier in South Australia -
a Tertiary level, dedicated jazz school offering a degree in jazz performance. Award winning jazz
drummer David Jones started lecturing at the academy in 2015. the academy ceased operations in
2021, citing the COVID 19 pandemic as a major factor. As of September 2023 the program was
undergoing restructuring with a aim to bring short courses to regional areas in the near future.



Smacka Fitzgibbon (born Graham Francis
Fitzgibbon, 1930-1979) was a well-known
Australian jazz musician and entertainer. He was
famous for his lively personality, comedic flair,
and energetic performances. Smacka played
banjo and was a key figure in Melbourne’s jazz
scene, particularly known for his work in the
traditional or Dixieland jazz style.

Quick facts:

e Nickname: “Smacka” — a childhood

nickname.

¢ Instrument: Banjo and vocals.
o Venue: He ran Smacka's Place, a
popular jazz nightclub in Melbourne

during the 1970s.

e Legacy: He's remembered fondly in
Australian entertainment history for
blending music with humour and for
bringing joy to audiences both live and on

television.
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Preserving Australian Jazz for the future generation of jazz lovers.
The Museum is opened TUESDAYS only from 10.00 to 3.00pm.Keep checking their

website for more details - https://www.ajm.org.au/

Their location is “Koomba Park”, 15 Mountain Highway, Wantirna, Vic 3152.

ROUND THE JAZZ SCENE

Victorian Jazz Club

9 August - New Night Owls
23rd August - Shirazz
13th September - Flying Home

7th September - The New Brunswick Stompers

Geelong Jazz Club 5th October - The Syncopators
2nd November Surf Coast Big Band
Werribee Jazz Club 10th August - Debra La Velle Jazztet

Spetember - TBA

Ballarat Jazz Club

20th July - Stuart Cardell with Jazz Notes
10th August - Royal Australian Navy Jazz Ensemble
31st August - Seb Big Band

Sth Gippy Jazz

Having a Winter break.

Peninsula Jazz Club

TBA

Moe-Latrobe Jazz Club

31st August - New Night Owls
28th September - Wonderdogs with Justin Rebecca

Newecastle-Hunter Jazz Festival

20th - 31st August 2025

Australian Jazz Convention

26th - 31st December 2025 in Mildura

Port Fairy Jazz Festival

13th - 15th February 2026

RENT & FUTURE GENERATIONS
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JAMES MORRISON QUARTET =
SUN 31 AUG
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Performing at The Union Theatre, 96 Graham Street, Wonthaggi.
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31st August 2025 at 2pm - Get in early for your tickets. I

The James Morrison Quartet is one of the world’s most in demand jazz ensembles.

James Morrison is known throughout the world for his sheer brilliance as a jazz musician and an all-round NEWCASTLE CITY HALL
entertainer. He has played with legends including Ray Brown, Dave Brubeck, Ray Charles, Dizzy Gillespie, .
Quincy Jones, and Wynton Marsalis 290 King St. Newcastle NSW

Don’t miss this opportunity to experience pure swinging jazz from the best in the business.
The Wonthaggi Citizens' Band will be performing the opening st at this special centenary event, Supported by

Pricing is $55 for adult or $40 for Jazz Club member upon presentation of member card ()
FIVESTICE

Bookings are through Trybooking. - Tickets still available for this great performer.
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g, 15 Mountain Hwy, Wantirna

Australian Jazz Museum Open Day

yorbereord Ringwood Bowls Club

Melbourne International

A Jazz Festival 2-12 Loughnan Rd, Ringwood 3134

Sat 26th October, 11am -4 . g <
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Bookings strongly recommended
o Mea|s © Dflﬂks - Online or by phone 0412 063 603
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* No Entry fee

* 5Band Performances
¢ Tours of the Museum for a small donation
* Sausage Sizzle and Soft Drinks available

* Coffee cart on site

* Surplus itgms-books, CD’s, LP.s for sale

Tickets at the door - subject to availability

Jazz Radio - Robin has a new Jazz Program on 3bbr fm entitled “Jazz Just For

You” which runs from 7pm to 8pm every Thursday. Google 3BBR FM and click on
the LISTEN LIVE button and you will hear a great show put together by Robin with
interesting data on the musos that he has selected for everyone’s enjoyment.
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