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SAVE THE DATE
The 2026 Port Fairy Jazz Festival is being held on the weekend of

13t — 15" February 2026

From our Retiring President

To the musos, the audio techs, the volunteers, the patrons and Port Fairy thank you
for making the 2025 Port Fairy Jazz Festival such a success. My thanks of course
also go to my committee who have done a marvelous job during my tenure as
President.

It is with great regret that changes in my personal situation necessitate my retirement
as President of the Port Fairy Jazz Festival Committee, so that | have more time
available.

Our wonderful volunteer co-ordinator, Jenni Hider-Smith, has agreed to lead the
committee on a temporary basis. The committee would ideally like to see a musician
volunteer to take over the position of President. | am sure there are musos around
with the skills and time to do a great job.

Please give Jenni a call on 0400 065 422 or email her on jenpf@outlook.com

| am sure it will be mentioned else-where, but | want to alert everybody to the date
for next year’s Festival- it always includes the second Saturday in February which
means that it will be late in 2026, so make sure you book accommodation for the
weekend beginning Friday 13" February.

In closing thank you all for the support and friendships generated over the years
since we made the decision in 2016 to transfer the Halls Gap Festival to Port Fairy.

| hope to see you all at Port Fairy in 2026.

Rod Carter
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THANK YOU

Many thanks go out to all the volunteers, including our volunteer audio personnel,
who gave of their time and skills in order to ensure the success of this year’s festival.
We could not have a festival without you!!!

2025 John Huf Award

We’ve done it again! This year, ‘The Huffy’ attracted entries from four young
musicians of exceptional quality who played off in the Lecture Hall on the Sunday
afternoon.

Three of these were members of a rhythm section trio from the VCA Secondary
School; guitarist Jay-Keane Lee, bassist Cam Edwards and drummer Ethan Nistor.
The fourth participant was saxophonist Gordon Farrugia of Mt Gambier South
Australia.

The playing of all these musicians was outstanding and the audience who came to
hear them was entranced and astounded. Adjudication was again difficult with Chris
Skepper and Kevin Blaze having an unenviable task. Eventually they decided that
Jay-Keane Lee was the winner who took home prize money of $1,000.00. Ethan
Nistor was awarded second place of $500.00 and Cam Edwards third prize of
$250.00. These lads have committed to entering next year’s festival as a band.
Gordon, the fourth placegetter will return next year as a member of the Corner
Pocket Big Band and will be eligible to enter the Huffy again if he so chooses. He is
merely 13 years of age and is improving all the time.

The committee of the festival thanks Damian Gleeson for his generous donation of
the prize money for the Huf Award. It provides a special event at our festival and is
fostering the young talent that is so important to the future of jazz music.

The 2025 Festival — what a fabulous weekend!!!!

Another magnificent festival has come and gone with so many highlights.

A few photos courtesy of Anita Harris Jazz:







“Gee we're a lucky bunch to do
what we love with the support
of an amazing community.
We've had a blast at the

Port Fairy Jazz Festival and
looking forward to upcoming
performances in Feb and March.
Stay tuned and see you soon!”
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Lost Property

Lost property from this year’s
festival: fluffy woollen scarf,
baseball cap, denim jacket &
umbrella.

Please contact through email or
Messenger asap ~ items will be
taken to the Op Shop at the
end of March.

ade ishs

By Con Pagonis OAM

ade ishs is an accomplished Indonesian Australian composer and pianist with a playing style
revolving around contemporary jazz, as well as classical and meditational music.

In addition to performing on the piano, he also plays the melodica (pianica), rebana (an Indonesian-
style rig/tambourine), and djembe (a rope-tuned skin-covered goblet drum played with bare hands).

He is a musician with over two decades experience of performing, both solo or as a member of
ensembles and bands, and he has recorded solo and as a sideman. He specialises in composition
and piano performance (both jazz and classical).

After living his formative years in Indonesia, ade migrated to Melbourne at the age of 24. He has
performed with Dung Nguyen (Way Out West — Australia), Geoff Kluke (Australia), Daigo Nakai
(Germany), Benny Likumahuwa (Indonesia), Candra Malik (Indonesia), Reyharp (Britain), Zamil Idris
(Malaysia), and many other musicians in Australia and Indonesia across various genres. He pushes
back on being categorised; he sees music as ‘one big thing’.

ade ishs was born in 1978 with perfect pitch. His first instrument was the organ and his early music
education was classical. The first jazz tune he learned on the organ was ‘Mack the Knife’ (Kurt Weill).
His early music learning was by ear, often from movie soundtracks.

Early classical influences were J.S. Bach and Debussy. Initially ade ishs saw himself primarily as a
composer; he became a performer almost by accident — as a means of having his work heard. He
composes without necessarily being mindful of performing it.



ade got his first jazz club gig in 1997 at ‘Jamz’, a (now-defunct) popular jazz venue in Jakarta. He has
been invited to play at such prestigious festivals as Melbourne International Jazz Festival, Ubud
Village Jazz Festival, Wangaratta Festival of Jazz & Blues, and the St Kilda Festival.

He also served as the musical director of Celebration of Indonesia 2017, a musical depicting various
Eastern Indonesian cultures in the forms of music, dance, and drama showcased to a packed crowd
at the Melbourne Town Hall. In 2017-2021, Melbourne’s Radio 3ZZZ Indonesian program had him on
air as a regular guest music expert.

With over ten albums and EPs bearing his name, ade ishs celebrates stylistic diversity as reflected in
his eclectic repertoire.

ade ishs arrived in Australia as an International Student in 2002. He graduated with a Master’s
Degree in Information Technology; and went on to complete a PhD. His academic focus was on
music retrieval through IT. Since mid-2021, ade has lived in north-western Tasmania.

| first saw ade ishs perform at early Port Fairy Jazz Festivals, just after the event relocated from Hall's
Gap; and again, at the 2018 Australian Jazz Convention in Ballarat.

| approached him to perform ‘pro bono’ for a series on on-line concerts targeting migrant communities
during the pandemic lockdowns which he generously agreed to without hesitation. This state-
government funded project was not just about engaging vulnerable people through difficult times, but
also a vehicle for delivering Covid health messaging to ‘hard to reach’ communities.

More recently my partner Julie and | have gone along to see ade perform at Melbourne’s iconic jazz
venue — Paris Cat — where he and his eMotion Band are regulars.

On a Sunday morning in September last year, following a sold-out show at Paris Cat, he visited the
Australian Jazz Museum at the invitation of AJM President lan Rutherford. lan opened the museum
specially to host a tour for ade, who instantly displayed his professional Information Technology
background by recognising that our catalogue was playing one of his tracks from “the Cloud” -
Amazon Web Services. The connection between being both being musician and technologist wasn’t
lost on lan, who also has an IT background.

The highlight for lan and other members of the AJM team present was ade’s rendition of his 2016
tune “Glad You'’re Here” delivered on the museum’s Graeme Bell piano. For lan it was one of those
spine-tingling moments and prompted him to remark “indeed we were ‘Glad You're Here”. If that
wasn’'t enough, ade took a request from another AJM volunteer who was there that day - Hilton
Vermaas - for Blues For Chelsea, a catchy but tricky riff he and lan had been attempting to master the
day before - ade made it look so easy!

It was very clear to ade’s AJM hosts - lan, Hilton and Dan Charbon — that ade felt strongly about
playing Graeme Bell's piano and he expressed much gratitude for the experience. The meeting also
provided AJM with an opportunity to expand our ade ishs collection to include his extensive back
catalogue.

The visit was captured on video by our “Facebook” man Dan, who also makes a mean cappuccino
which Ade (politely) compared favourably with those of his barista wife.

For the AJM team, this was an exciting visit and in important step towards ensuring that contemporary
Australian jazz is preserved for future generations.

Two tracks were contributed by ade to AJM’s new digital album, our first on Bandcamp — ‘Tiny but
Wild’ (The Bat and Da Lovely Obliging Luderick Enthusiast). They were performed by ade on the
Yamaha piano at the Australian Jazz Museum and recorded by AJM President lan Rutherford.

To learn more about ade ishs, visit his website at www.adeishs.com

This article was first published in the Australian Jazz Museum’s quarterly
‘Ajazz’ magazine (Issue 104 of February 2025).
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Preserving Australian Jazz for the future generation of jazz

lovers. The Museum is opened TUESDAYS only from 10.00 to 3.00pm.

Keep checking their website for more details - https://www.ajm.org.au/

Their location is “Koomba Park”, 15 Mountain Highway, Wantirna, Vic 3152.

ROUND THE JAZZ SCENE

e Victorian Jazz Club

o 12th April - Louisiana Shakers
Geelong Jazz Club

o 6th April - Lightning Jazz

o 27th April - Dave Gardner Quintet

o 1stJune - Jazz Jammers Collective
Werribee Jazz Club

o 13th April - Jazz Jammers Collective

o 18th May - The Tamara Kuldin Quintet
Ballarat Jazz Club

o 13th April - Connie Lansberg

o 18th May - Yvette Hearne sings Harold Arien
Moe-Latrobe Jazz Club

o 30th March - Lightning Jazz

o 4th May - Desmond Cann



https://www.ajm.org.au/
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