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The 2026 Port Fairy Jazz Festival is &
being held on the weekend of
13th - 15th February 2026

Latest Updates:

As you well know, volunteers are integral
to the success of our Festival.

We are especially looking for help in the e
following areas: 8 A

Bumping In: Thursday 12" 5
and Friday 13" j d
Bumping Out: Monday 16" g

If you think you may be able to Early Bird Weekend ($20

QSSiSt please emall discount to 15 December)
(jenpf@outlook.com) or call/text

(0400065422) Jenni, with your
name, email address and mobile.
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www.portfairyjazz.com.au ﬁ facebook.com/portfairyjazzfestival @ portfairyjazzfestival@gmail.com


https://www.portfairyjazz.com.au/
http://facebook.com/portfairyjazzfestival
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2026 John Huf Award
TIMELINE

The John Huf Award for young jazz performers will
again be part of the 2026 festival. This is open to

players of any instrument and vocalists. Entrants 2025
should be under 26 on the Saturday of the festival. 15th December - Early Bird Ticket sales
close. Full price tickets still available
To enter, a performer should record or video him/ on the Website.
herself playing the head and an improvised solo on 21st December - Final program
two tunes and send them to the secretary of the Port published on the Website.
Fairy Jazz committee.
2026
Details of the award are available under the 6th January - John Huf Award Entries
Musicians tab on the website and prospective close.

entrants are encouraged to read the conditions 12th February - Online ticket sales

. close. Tickets still available for
explained there.

purchase from the Jazz Office.

- Partner Registrations close.

12th February - Jazz Office opens for
musicians and patrons including ticket
sales.

13th to 15th February - JAZZ
FESTIVAL

Join the Port Fairy Jazz Festival Committee — Help Shape the
Music!

Are you passionate about music, community, and creativity?
Do you want to be part of something exciting and vibrant? We're calling for new members to join the Port Fairy Jazz Festival
Committee as we prepare for next year's festival.

Whether you're a jazz enthusiast, event planner, marketer, social media proficient, programming expert, fundraiser, or simply
love being involved in community events - we'd love to hear from you! Also, membership is not confined to living locally as
anyone willing to assist can do so via the capabilities of the internet. No prior experience is needed - just enthusiasm and a
collaborative spirit. Interested?

Please message our President Jenni on 0400 065 422 or email her on jenpfeoutlook.com to express your interest or find out

more.
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Thank you to our 2026 Sponsors
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ACCOMMODATION

PORT FAIRY IGA

Four types of sponsorship packages are available!
Messsage our President Jenni on 0400 065 422 or email her on jenpfeoutlook.com to find out more about our sponsorship
opportunities.
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General Blow/Mass Play - all musicians, please come along to the Fiddlers
Green at 10.00am on the Saturday of the Festival for a Mass Playing!!!

Ken Collins has kindly agreed to lead the
Massed Playing.

The tunes will be:
e Bourbon Street Parade - Key of F
e When You're Smiling - Key of Bb
e Gundagai - Key of F
¢ A Closer Walk With Thee - Key of Bb
e The Saints - Key of F

We would hope that musos can assemble by 9.55am so that they can start playing at
10.00am

Volunteer News

As you well know, volunteers are integral to the Thank you very much - we are so appreciative; our
success of our Festival. festival only succeeds with the support of
volunteers.
We are looking for help in the following areas:
Volunteer Hours:

Bumping In: Thursday, Friday The Jazz Festival Committee offers a free weekend
Bumping Out: Monday ticket for the Festival to anyone who volunteers for
Office: Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday more than 10 hours over the weekend. We look
Venues: Friday 4.45pm - 11.00pm forward to hearing from you.

Saturday 10.45am - 11.00pm

Sunday 11.45am - 6.00pm Jenni Hider-Smith, Olga Lemke & Imelda Dowdle On

behalf of the Port Fairy Jazz Festival Committee
If you think you may be able to assist please email
(jenpfeoutlook.com) or call/text (0400065422) Jenni,
with your name, email address and mobile. Further
information will be emailed in November.

Australian Jazz Convention

The Australian Jazz Convention is an annual gathering for musicians and jazz lovers to celebrate their music.
While the focus in on traditional or “Dixieland” jazz, the convention is also open to groups playing swing,
mainstream, bebop, modern, funk, and other jazz genres. Since 1946 the convention has been hosted by different
cities and towns across Australia. In 2025 the 79th AJC will be held in Mildura, Victoria, from 26th to 3ist

December.
https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/
The AJC has a great list of Australian Jazz Clubs: https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/clubsfestivals/
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Audio Assistance

The success of our festival hinges on the quality of the  To this end, we are looking for people with an interest
sound produced by bands in our venues. The people in sound production to volunteer to help out in this
who are critical to the sound quality are our audio capacity. If you can do this, we would like to hear
assistants who assist bands with their sound checks in  from you and will provide you with a lanyard that will
each venue. They enable musicians to hear themselves  admit you to all of our venues and you will be entitled

and other band members through the fold back to receive a musician’s disbursement from the
speakers that are provided. festival, if you have not already received one as a
We want our bands to have a quality experience in performer.

every venue in which they play. In order to make the Please contact us via our email address to indicate
experience better for our assistants, it is vital that we your availability and interest.

recruit experienced operators to attend each venue
and to have more than one for each venue to enable
the audio people to have relief from their task

occasionally during the weekend.

The Double Take Jazz Band

The Double Take Jazz Band has been playing at venues across Melbourne and regional
Victoria for the past decade or so. The band also is a regular performer at Victorian Jazz
Festivals each year including Port Fairy, Newport, Merimbula, Halls Gap, Castlemaine,
Inverloch and the Australian Jazz Convention. They have performed at ‘Jazz On The Hill’ at
the Sorrento Sailing Club over a number of years.

The band has an ongoing residency at 360Q in Queenscliffe where they play every 6 weeks.
They performs smooth jazz standards from the Great American Songbook and have
remained committed to its own interpretation of these wonderful jazz songs.

Their line up includes experienced and committed jazz musicians dedicated to their craft
who enjoy interpreting this wonderful era of great jazz songs. With the vivacious and sassy
Annie Smith on vocals, the band comprises George Condos and Alan Clayton on guitars and

Don Gula on bass.
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G&T Jazz

Hot ‘B’ Hines Jazz Band
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Sala’s Jazz Salad

The Dandenong Ranges Hot Jazz Orchestra plays
popular music the way it really was played during the
crazy decade of the 1920s; the “Jazz Age” when
people sought to have fun, build a new world, be
“thoroughly modern”, forget the hardships of the
Great War and the ‘Spanish Flu’ global pandemic.
Our music is fun, fast, edgy, full of energy, romantic
and carefree, played with the original instruments -
nine or ten of us, playing saxophones, clarinets,
violins, trumpets, trombone, banjo, bass and drums -
with loads of spontaneity and improvisation laid over
beautifully rich harmonies and backings.




Veteran of several Port Fairy Jazz Festivals and numerous other
performances, Ashley has teamed up with talented pianist/vocalist
Philip Ress to take his pursuit of the classic late night, smokey
cocktail bar jazz standards to a new level. Leaving no stone
unturned together Philip and Ashley have trawled through the back
catalogues of all the classic male and female vocalists in pursuit of
these musical gems. Some songs are known, but others somehow
have been overlooked in the passing of time. Both having vocal
skills at a high-level Ashley and Phill will be able to delight the
audience with their own individual take on these beautiful tunes
supported by each other's rich harmonies.

Classic Jazz Standards in the style of Chet Baker and Vince
Jones

2025 will be Ashley’s 5th year performing at the Port Fairy Jazz.
Festival. Ashley is a multi-instrumentalist/vocalist and has had
a long career in music. His main instrument has always been his
voice — everything from blues, jazz to folk and he is especially
talented at harmonies. Of the three genres jazz has been his
most prevalent interest. He has been involved in a wide range
of jazz combinations over the years and has performed at
numerous events and festivals. Ashley has always had a
fascination for the dulcet tones of the voices of Vince Jones
and Chet Baker.

This year he has again brought together a talented group of jazz
musicians to provide the platform for him to launch his own
rendition of the classic originals and covers of these maestros
of the jazz world.

Maryborough Traditional Jazz Ensemble
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